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Classical images ς Roman Draco inter arctos

Vulcan and Thetis with Shield of Achilles                                                                            19th-c engraving by Nicola la Volpe             
House of Sirico, Pompeii
credit: Wikimedia/Sailko  
     
       

Ponza Mithraeum ς caldarium                                                                                                     Cancer and Gemini       Sagittarius
3rd c AD 
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Classical images ς Hellenistic Draco inter arctos

Bianchini planisphere
Paris, Musée du Louvre
2nd c AD     



Classical globes

Paris, Kugel Globe
n.b. ς snake, bears with long tails

Mainz globe                                    (drawing © Kunzl)
n.b. ς  snake, head in profile, with ears, bears with short tails

Draco inter arctos

Naples, Farnese Atlas             .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ Manilius   
                                                                                                                             n.b. ς snake,  head in profile
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© Petr  Hadrava 



Germanicus  mss

Boulogne-sur-Mer, Bibl.  Mun. 
Ms 188
same

 

Leiden, Univbibl 
Voss lat 4° 79
n.b. ς  snake in profile with beard and crest

Bern, Burgerbibl,
 Ms 88
n.b. ς same 
 

I.  =  z stemma 

vs. planispherevs. planisphere

Draco inter arctos
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Draco inter arctosGermanicus  mss

Basle, OBU
Ms AN.IV . 18
n.b. ς  snake, head in profile, red beard, crest and 
flame, bears facing in opposite directions
 

Aberystwyth, NLW
Ms  735 C

II and III. = O  stemma (O1 or  ˄  )

III. II. 

vs. planisphere
n.b. ς snake

vs. planisphere    
n.b. ς ǎƴŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ 
profile

vs.  hemisphere 
similar to planisphere

vs. schema
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Draco inter arctos   Germanicus  mss

Madrid, Bib nac
Ms 19 (16)
n.b. ς  snake with beard and crest , Bears back-to-back    

= O  stemma  (O2 or  ˃  )
 

Cologny, Bib Bodmer
Cod lat 7
n.b. ς    snake with ears

NY,  Pierpont Morgan Libr
Ms M 389
same

Vatican, BAV
Barb lat 76
n.b. -- same
 

IV. Va. 

Vb. 

= O  stemma  (O2 or  ˃  = Siciliensis) 
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London  BL  
Egerton 1050
n.b. ς snake with crest, Bears with backs to tail

Germanicus  mss Ґ ΨSiciliensisΩ Draco inter arctos        

Naples,  Bib naz
XIV D 37

VI. 

VII. 
= fragmentum ... repertum in Sicilia
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London  BL  
Add 15819
n.b. ς snake 



Florence, Bibl  Laurenziana 
Plut 89 sup 43

 

Madrid Bib Nac
Ms 8282
n.b. ς snake with crest 

Vatican, BAV
Barb lat 77

Vatican,BAV  
Urb lat 1358

Germanicus  mss ό Ґ ΨSiciliensisΩύ Draco inter arctos

VIIIa. 

VIIIb. VIIIc. IX.

Vienna, Schottenstift
Ms 51

Montpellier
Ms H 452
n.b. ς  dragon-faced snake, backs towards head

8



Ps-Eratosthenes

Vatican BAV,
Vat grec 1087
n.b. ς   bearded snake with tongue, Bears with short tails

Hemispheres  ς  similar

planisphere  ς  no beard

Draco inter arctos
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Cicero Draco inter arctos

London, BL
Harley 647  

London, BL
Harley 2506 

London, BL
Cotton Ms  Tib C. 1

Gottweig,
Stiftsbibl Ms 7  

London, BL
Cotton ms Tib  B.V., pars 1

London, BL
Harley 647 ς planisphere 
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missing from manuscript

missing from manuscript missing from manuscriptmissing from manuscript

missing from manuscript



Draco inter arctosRevised Aratus Latinus

I.

Dresden, Landesbibl.
Ms D C 183 ς
n.b. ς  snake, view of top of head

Paris BN
Lat 12957
n.b. ς similar   

Prague, Univbibl
Ms IX. C. 6 (1717)   
n.b. ς  head in profile, Bears different, backs 
towards head

Dresden ς winter hemisphere
n.b. ς  snake

missing from ms

Paris  ς winter hemisphere
same
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Prague  ς winter hemisphere



Draco inter arctosRevised Aratus Latinus

St Gallen, Stiftsbibl
Ms 250
same
 

St Gallen, Stiftsbibl
Ms 902
n.b. ς   ǎƴŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ

Ia.

hemispheres

hemispheres
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Draco inter arctosRevised Aratus Latinus

Gottweig, Stiftsbibl.
Ms 7 (146) 

Siena, Bib com
Ms L. IV. 25 

Ib.

missing in  manuscript

missing in manuscript

on  hemisphere

on  hemisphere
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missing in  manuscript



Draco inter arctosRevised Aratus Latinus

I. (distant relative)

Munich, Staatsbibl.
Clm 560

Paris BN 
n.a. 1614
n.b. ς ǎƴŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ  

Vatican, BAV
Reg lat 1324
n.b. ς  snake with dorsal ridges, animal face

hemisphereshemispheres

image missing from 
manuscript 

hemispheres
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image missing from manuscript 



Draco inter arctos Revised Aratus Latinus

Cologne, Dombibliothek
Ms 83.11

II. 
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Three figures depicted independently; 
no hemispheres



Draco inter arctosps-Bede, De signis caeli

Oxford, Bodleian
Laud misc 644
n/a

Padua, Bibl Antoniona
Ms Anton 27
n/a

Venice, Bibl Marciana Ms  VIII, 22
zodiac rota

I.
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Paris BN                             
lat.  14754
n/a



Draco inter arctosps-Bede, De signis caeli

Dijon                                                                                   Draco inter arctos as part of zodiac rota
Bib mun, Ms 488  
n.b. ς  snake with dragon head, beard, tongues,
long tails                         

Ia.
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Draco inter arctosps-Bede, De signis caeli

Paris, BN
Lat 5543
n.b. ς    ǎƴŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ōŜŀǊŘΣ tongue, Bears 
with long tail and short tail

Paris, BN
Lat 5239
similar

IIa.
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Draco inter arctosps-Bede, De signis caeli

Klosterneuburg,
Stiftskirche, Ms 685
n.b. ς   winged dragon with 2 legs, 
tongue; bears with long tail/ short tail

Zwettl, Stiftskirche
Ms 296
closer to Klosterneuberg

Vatican, BAV
Vat lat 643
similar configuration. but with snake head and no 
wings or legs

IIb.
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Draco inter arctosps-Bede, De signis caeli

Laon
Bib mun, Ms 422
n/a

Rouen, 
Bibl  mun,  26
n/a

III.
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Draco inter arctosps-Bede, De signis caeli

Amiens
Bibl  mun, Ms 222

Durham, Cathedral Libr
Hunter 100 

Freiburg-im-Bresgau
Ms 35
n.b. ς  snake, head upside-down

Montecassino, 
Badia, Ms 3  
n.b. ς   snake

Singletons
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missing from manuscript missing from manuscript



De ordine ac positione Draco inter arctos

Madrid, Bib Nac
Ms 3307
n/a

Berlin, Staatsbibl,                         
Ms lat 130 (Phill  1832)
Berlin planisphere

Ia.

Monza, Bib capit
Ms F. 9/176 (246)                                                                      
winter hemisphere                           
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De ordine ac positione Draco inter arctos

Vatican BAV,
Vat lat 645
n/a

Ib.

II.

Munich, Staatsbibl. 
Ms clm 210
planisphere

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 387
n/a
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De ordine ac positione Draco inter arctos

Austin TX, Harry Ransom       
Univ of Texas, Ms 29
w/o bears

St Petersburg, Nat Libr
Ms Q v IX, no 2
n/a

Paris BN
 lat n.a. 1614
 n/a

III.

IV.

Paris BN 
lat 12117
n.b. ς Bears with backs to tail of Draco

Vatican BAV,
Reg lat 309
same
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De ordine ac positione Draco inter arctos

Paris BN, 
lat 8663
n.b. ς  different orientation  

Los Angeles, Getty Mus
Ludwig XII, 5
n.B ς dragon- ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǎƴŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŦƭŀƳŜΩ 

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 12600
n/a

Singletons

Reykjavik 
Ms 1812
n/a

V.
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Hyginus     Draco inter arctos          

S Paul im Lavantthal
Ms 16/1 (XXV. 4. 20
n.b. ς  snake with nose

Florence, Bibl  Laurenziana
Ms Plut 29.30
same, but bears different

Leiden, Univ-blbl
Voss 8°18
n.b. ς bear on remnant of Draco inter arctos?

Ia.

Ib.

Wolfenbüttel, Herz Aug
Ms 18. 16. Aug 4° 
n/a

London BL
Arundel  339
n/a
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Hyginus     Draco inter arctos   

Ic.  (singleton)

Vienna ONB
Vindob 51
n/a

II. (singleton)

Leiden Univ-bibl
Voss lat 4° 92
n/a

III.   

Leiden Univ-bibl
Voss lat 8° 15 
n.b. ς   bears and crest 

Vatican BAV                                          Vat Reg lat 123 -- planisphere
Reg lat 123                                             n.b. ς  reversed
same
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Hyginus  Draco inter arctos     

IV.   

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Bodley 614
n.b. ς   ŘǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΤ ƛƴ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ Booyts

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Digby 83 (SC 1684)
same

V. (singleton) 

Baltimore, Walters  Art Gallery
Ms 734
n.b. ς  ŘǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ Bootes
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Hyginus Draco inter arctos

VI.   (singleton) 

Berlin, Staatsbibl.
Ms 8° 44 (Rose 962)
n.b. ς  snake 
 

VI- related: DŜǊƳŀƴ {ǘŀǊ .ƻƻƪǎ όΨsecundum HyginumΩύ 

Munich, Staatsbibl
Germ 595
n.b. ς snake with ears

Munich, Staatsbibl
Clm 59
snake

Vatican BAV
Pal.lat. 1369
same as Germ 595

Vatican BAV
Pal.lat. 1389
same 

?

Lyon, Bib mun, Pal des 
Arts 45

Lyon, Bib mun
Ms 172

?

Wolfenbüttel Herz Aug
Guelf 81 24 Aug 1

?
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Hyginus Draco inter arctos

VII.  (singleton)  

London BL,
Roy Ms 13. A. XI
n.b. ς  dragon-headed snake

VIII.  (singleton)               

Munich, Staatsbibl.
Clm 10270
n.b. ς   dragon-headed snake, hunched UMa
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Hyginus Draco inter arctos     

IXa. 

Cambridge, Fitzwilliam  Mus
Ms 260

Florence, BN
Magl XI. 141
n.b. - dragon-headed snake

Milan, Bibl. Ambrosiana
T. 47 sup
same

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Can. class lat 179
same

Siena, Bib com
Ms L. VI. 25
same

Vatican, BAV
Vat lat 3109
winged dragon

Verona, Bibl capitolare
Ms CCLXI
same

Vatican, BAV
Vat lat 3109
winged dragon
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missing from manuscript



Hyginus Draco inter arctos  

IXb.  

Oxford, Bodleian Library
Can misc 46
n.b. ς   dragon-headed snake

Milan, Bibl Trivulziana
N. 690 (E 83)
same

IXc.  

Vatican, BAV
Vat lat 3110
similar

Florence, BNC
Magl XI. 114,1
same
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Hyginus      Draco inter arctos

IXd.  (distant singleton) 

Florence, Bibl Laurenziana
Ashburnam 1148
n.b. ς  dragon-headed snake

Pavia, Bibl Univ
Aldini 490
same 

IXe.  

New York, Public Library
Spencer Ms 28 
n.b. ς  same, bur reversed

Florence, Bib Naz
Plut 89, sup 43
same

Vatican., BAV
Urb lat 1358
same

IXf.  IXg.  

33

Freiberg, Andreas-Möller-Bibl.
Cl XI 4o 9

?



Hyginus Draco inter arctos

X. (singleton) 

Vatican, BAV
Chigi H. IV. 20
n/a

Cortona, Lib del Comune
Ms 184 (256) 
n.b. ς   dragon-headed snake

XI. (singleton)  
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Hyginus Draco inter arctos

35

Cambrai, Bibl Mun.
Ms 933 (832)

Cambridge, Trinity College
Ms R 15 32

Leiden, Univ.-bibl.
Gronovius 21

missing from manuscript       missing from manuscript       
?



Hyginus Draco inter arctos

36

cf Michael Scot 

Venice: Ratdolt, 1482  

Vienna ÖNB
Vindob 3111
same



Basinio da Parma Draco inter arctos

Ia. 

Rimini,  Cassa di Risparmio
ό[ƻƴŘƻƴ {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ ǎŀƭŜ мффнύ
n.b. ς  dragon-headed snake

Cambridge, CUL
Dd IV  64
same

IIa. 

Parma,  Bib Palatina,
Parm 1008
same

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Bodley 646
n.b. ς  head from top 

Venice, Bibl Marciana
XII, 194 (4148)
same

Ib. 
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Basinio da Parma Draco inter arctos

IIb. 

Rome Bibl Casanatense
Ms 4059
same,  Greek label
  

Parma, Bibl Palatina
Parm 27
n.b. ς  dragon-headed snake

Munich, BSB
Clm 15743
same
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Basinio da Parma Draco inter arctos

III. 

London, Wellcome Coll
Ms 122
same

Bologna, Bibl Com
Ms 173
n.b. ς dragon-headed snake

Ravenna, Bib Classense
Ms 120
n.b. ς horizontal on page

IV. 

V. VI. 

Florence, Bibl Marucelliana
Ms C. CCLI 
cf. Ratdolt/ Michael Scot

39



Basinio da Parma Draco inter arctos

40

Krakow, 
Rps BJ 3706

?

Padua, Bibl. Universitaria 
Cod 983

?



Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

Munich, Staatsbibl
Clm 10268
n.b. ς  depicted twice: 1) dragon headed snake and 2) 
two-legged winged dragon

N  Italian Group ς Ia.  

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Bodley Ms 266
same

41

Re: Draco inter arctos =  Et probantur secundum fabulas poetarum commorari inter plicaturas Draconis longissimi sine alis et pedibus ad instar 
serpentis. (ed. Ackermann 2009, p. 168).

Re: Draco inter arctos = Quidam vero sumunt istum Draconem pro mari magno, dicentes, anguillam esse piscem magnum et, quod quando simul 
iungetur, finietur mundus. ( Ackermann 2009, p. 174) 



Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

N  Italian Group ς Ib.

Vatican, BAV
Vat lat 4087 A

?

St Petersburg, Nat Libr
Ms lat F V IX, no. 1
n.b. ς  depicted twice: 1) dragon headed 
snake and 2) two-legged striped dragon
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Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

N  Italian Group ς Ic.

?

Warsaw, BN, 
B Baw 46

N  Italian Group ς Id.

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 3394
n.b. ς seen from top of head

N  Italian Group ς Ie.

Padua, Bibl Seminario
Cod. 48
n.b. ς dragon-headed snake
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Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

Venetian Group ς IIa. Venetian Group ς IIb. 

London BL
Add 41600
n.b. ςdragon headed snake with 
ridged backbone and

London, Wellcome Coll
Ms 509

Milan, Ambrosiana
Ms I 90 sup
n.b. ς dragon headed snake
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missing from manuscript



Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

Bohemian Group ς IIIa.

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 2352
n.b. ς dragon headed snake

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 2378
same, note twists in body
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Michael Scot

Bohemian  ς IIIa.

Prague NK, 
Ms III. C. 2

Bohemian ς IIIb.

Paris BN
lat 7408A

  

Draco inter arctos
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Michael Scot

Bohemian ς IIIc.

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 5442

Bohemian  ς IIId.

Cambridge, MA
Harvard, Houghton
Libr., Typ 43 

Draco inter arctos

47

only zodiac signs



Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

Edinburgh, Royal Observatory
Ms Cr 3. 23

Florence, BNC
Magl. XXII, 22 
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Klosterneuburg, Augustiner Ch-Stift,
Ms CCI 125

Krakow, Bibl Jagiellonska
Rps 573

?

?



Michael Scot Draco inter arctos

49

Prague, Narodni  Knihova
Ms XXXVI A 3

Seville, Bibl Columbina
Ms. 7.7.1
n/a



Michael Scot Draco inter arctos  

Berlin, Staatsbibl                                                 
Ms germ fol 244 
n.b. ςsnake with ears, head seen from top

Darmstadt, Hess Hochschulbibl.
Ms 266
n.b. ςwinged dragon

German mss ς IVa.

Salzburg, Studienbibl
2 G 8/13
n.b. ςwinged dragon

Vatican, BAV
Pal lat  1370
same
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Michael Scot Draco inter arctos 

German mss ς IVa.

Paris, BN
Allem 106
without wings
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Michael Scot Draco inter arctos  

Tubingen Univ-bibl.                                                        
Ms d 2                                                                               
n.b. ς without wings

Wolfenbüttel, Herz Aug Bibl
Ms Guelph  29 14 Aug 4°

German mss ς IVb.
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?

paranatellonta schema



Michael Scot ς German version Draco inter arctos

53

Coburg, Bayerisches Landesbibl.
Ms 5

Edinburgh, Royal Observatory Libr.
Ms Cr 4 6

Freiburg, Univ-bibl.
Ms 458

Heidelberg Univ-bibl.
Pal germ 832

?

Karlsruhe, Badische Landesbibl.
Ms K 2790

?

Nürnberg, Germanisches Nationalmus.
Ms 7082

?? ?

?



Draco inter arctosMichael Scot - derived

Venice: Ratdolt, 1482  Bartolommeo  da Parma

Cambridge, Emmanuel College
Ms 70    
n.b. ςsnake

54

Metz, Bibl mun
Ms 287

?



Draco inter arctosMichael Scot - derived

Fazio degli Uberti

Paris,  BN, 
Ital 81
n.b. ς dragon-headed snake
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Modena, Bibl Estense
Ital 483 (h . P. 47)
n.b. ςdragon headed snake



Draco inter arctosMichael Scot - derived

London, BL
Arundel Ms 66
n/a

Alfonsine Tables (John Killingworth update)
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Draco inter arctosMichael Scot - derived

Ludovicus de Angulo

Florence, Bibl. Riccardiana
Ms 3011
n.b. ς  similar, head from top

Madrid, BN
Ms  9267
closer to St Gallen

St Gallen, Vadianische Libr
Ms 427
n.b. ς  depicted only once as dragon-headed snake
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Draco inter arctosMichael Scot - derived

Ludovicus de Angulo

Paris BN
Fr  612
n.b. ς  similar, smaller bear towards head

Paris BN
Lat 6561
 

Paris BN
Lat 7344
n.b. ς rotated 180o
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Lambertus,  Liber Floridus   Draco inter arctos

Hague
Ms 72.A
n.b. ς dragon-headed serpent

Ghent
Ms 92

Hague
Ms 128 C
same

Paris, BN 
Lat 8865

Leiden, Univ-bibl
Ms 1° 31

Paris, BN
Lat 9675

Wolfenbüttel, WDB, 
Ms Gud lat 1

no images

Chantilly, Petit Château 
Ms 724 (1596)
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?



Lambertus,  Liber Floridus   Draco inter arctos

Hague
Ms 72.A
n.b. ς S-shaped snake

Ghent
Ms 92

Hague
Ms 128 C
same

Paris, BN 
Lat 8865

Leiden, Univ-bibl
Ms 1° 31

Paris, BN
Lat 9675

Wolfenbüttel, WDB, 
Ms Gud lat 1

no images

Chantilly, Petit Château 
Ms 724 (1596)
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