
Pre-historic imagery Pleiades

1

Lascaux, Cave painting

Nebra sky disk, c. 1800-1600 BC
Halle, State Museum of Prehistory

St-Marcel-ŘΩ!ǊŘŜŎƘŜ, Cave painting



Neo-Assyrian Pleiades
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Neo-Assyrian Cylinder Seal, from c.800-750 BCE. The cluster 
of seven dots in the sky are the Pleiades or Sebettu. 
British Museum, 119426

Neo-Assyrian Cylinder Seal, 9th c BC 
Found/bought in from Baghdad
British Museum, 1945,1013.82

Neo-Assyrian Cylinder Seal, 9th ς 8th c BC 
Excavated in Nimrud, South East Palace
British Museum,   N 1120

Neo-Assyrian Cylinder Seal, 
8th c BC
The killing of Humbaba 
British Museum,   89763

Neo-Assyrian Cylinder Seal, 
800-750 BC
Found in Ninevah 
British Museum,   89331



Egyptian representations Pleiades
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Nut holding heavens alongside Pleiades, Ositirs and Sopdet (Sirius)
From Asyut, 2160- 2050 BC
Hildesheim, Roemer and Pelizaeus Museum



Greek representations Pleiades
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Maia with the Infant Hermes
Caeretan Black figure hydria, c. 520 BC
Paris, Musée du Louvre



Classical globes

Paris, Kugel Globe Mainz globe  (on neck of Pleiades)

Pleiades

Naples, Farnese Atlas   
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not on  globe

not on  globe



Germanicus  mss Pleiades
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Leiden, Voss lat Q 79, 
fol. 42v                   

Boulogne, Ms 188, fol. 25v             Bern, Ms 88, fol.  4v           

Madrid 19
fol. 62r                   



Germanicus  mss Pleiades
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Madrid 8282,fol. 25v NY, Morgan 389, fol. 44v

BL, Egerton 1050, fol. 25rBL, Add 15819, fol. 28rCologny 7, fol. 26v

Naples XIV. D. 37, fol. 29r

Florence, BML, 89 sup 43, fol. 
20r



Germanicus  mss Pleiades
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Montpellier, fol. 32v

Vienna 51, fol. 37vBAV, Urb lat 1368, fol. 22vBAV, Barb lat 76,  fol. 38v BAV, Barb lat 77, fol. 24v



Ps-Eratosthenes Pleiades
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The constellation is not part of the iconographic tradition, nor is it found in 
the maps that accompany these illustrations.



Cicero Pleiades
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BL, Harley Ms 647, fol. 4v BL, Cotton Tib BV , fol. 134vBL, Cotton Tib C I  , fol. 23r

Göttweig 146 (red)/ 190 (black) , 
fol. 18v



PleiadesRevised Aratus Latinus
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Vatican, BAV, Reg lat 1324, fol. 30vDresden, DC 183, fol. 21r 

Paris BnF 12957, fol. 68r Gottweig 146, fol. 13v Siena, Bib com L IV 25, fol.  5v    



PleiadesRevised Aratus Latinus
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Prague IX C 6, fol. 147r          St Gallen 250 p. 494St Gallen 902, p. 90 



Pleiadesps-Bede, De signis caeli
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Klosterneuberg 685, fol. 79r Vatican, BAV, Vat. Lat. 643, 
fol. 90v

Zwettl Stiftskirche, Ms 943, fol. 93v



De ordine ac positione Pleiades
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The constellation is not part of the iconographic tradition, nor is it found in 
the maps that accompany these illustrations.



Hyginus     Pleiades          

15

Oxford, Bodley 614, fol. 27r London, BL, Arundel 339, 
fol. 108v

Oxford, Digby 83, fol. 48v
Pleiades and Hyades

Vatican, BAV, Reg. lat 123, 
fol. 195r

Oxford, Bodley 614, fol. 27v 
(Hyades)



Hyginus     Pleiades          
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Lyon Bib mun 172Berlin, Staatsb, ms 8o 44 Munich Staatsb., clm 59

Cambridge, Fitzwilliam 
Mus, Ms 260

Milan, Bib. Ambrosiana T 47 sup Siena, Bib com l VI 25 Verona, Bibl Cap., ms CCLXI



Hyginus     Pleiades          
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Vatican BAV, Vat lat 3110Milan, Bibl. Triv. N. 690 Pavia, Bib Univ, Aldini 490

Florence, BML, Ashburnam 
1148

Milan, Bib. Ambrosiana T 47 
supFloence, BML, Plut 89, sup 43

Venice: ratdolt, 1482

Vatican, BAV, Urb lat 1358



Basinio da Parma Pleiades

Ia. 

Rimini,  Cassa di Risparmio
ό[ƻƴŘƻƴ {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ ǎŀƭŜ мффнύ

Cambridge, CUL
Dd IV  64

IIa. 

Parma,  Bib Palatina,
Parm 1008

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Bodley 646

Venice, Bibl Marciana
XII, 194 (4148)

Ib. 

?
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Basinio da Parma Pleiades

IIb. 

Parma, Bibl Palatina
Parm 27

Munich, BSB
Clm 15743
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Basinio da Parma Pleiades

III. 

London, Wellcome Coll
WMS 122 

Bologna, Bibl Com
Ms 173

IV. 

VI. 

Florence, Bibl Marucelliana
Ms C. CCLI 20



Michael Scot Pleiades

Munich, Staatsbibl
Clm 10268

N  Italian Group ς Ia.  

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Bodley Ms 266
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Michael Scot Pleiades

N  Italian Group ς Ib.

St Petersburg, Nat Libr
Ms lat F V IX, no. 1

22
Florence BNCF  XXII, 22



Michael Scot Pleiades

N  Italian Group ς Ic.

?

Warsaw, BN, 
B Baw 46

N  Italian Group ς Id.

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 3394 ς girls and a hen !

N  Italian Group ς Ie.

Padua, Bibl Seminario
Cod. 48
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Michael Scot Pleiades

Venetian Group ς IIa. Venetian Group ς IIb. 

London BL
Add 41600

London, Wellcome Coll
Ms 509

Milan, Ambrosiana
Ms I 90 sup
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Michael Scot Pleiades
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Vienna, ONB
Vindob 2352

Vienna, ONB
Vindob 2378

Bohemian Group ς IIIa.

Prague, NK III C 2



Michael Scot Pleiades

Venetian Group ς IIa.
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Bohemian Group ς IIIa.

Prague, Narodni  Knihova
Ms XXXVI A 3

Berlin, Staatsbibl                                                 
Ms germ fol 244



PleiadesMichael Scot
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Vienna 5442

Bohemian Group ς IIIa.

Misc.

Oxford, Bodl 266 
clocha sive gallina

Paris BnF lat 7408 AKrakow, Rps 573



PleiadesMichael Scot - derived

Venice: Ratdolt, 1482  Bartolommeo  da Parma

Cambridge, Emmanuel College
Ms 70    
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Metz, Bibl mun
Ms 287



PleiadesMichael Scot - derived

Fazio degli Uberti

Paris,  BN, 
Ital 81
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Modena, Bibl Estense
Ital 483



Domenico ŘΩ!ǊŜȊȊƻ Pleiades

Vatican BAV
Val Lat  3121
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Matteo Palmieri, Città di Virtù Pleiades 

Florence, Bibl Laurenziana
Plut 40 53
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Eastern Globes Pleiades

Paris globe GA 325   
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ)

Doha, Mus of Islamic Art
aǎ нΦ мффуΦ {h όҐ {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ мффуΣ ƭƻǘ опύ
Dated April  1125 AD; .ŀƎƘŘņŘ
n.b. ς  half-bull, hump, both legs bent, long horns

Istanbul, Süleymaniye Libr
Ms Fatih Kütüphanesi 3422
1125/26 AD; aņǊŘƛƴ
similar
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Pleiades   

?missing from manuscript ?



non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ) Pleiades   

Istanbul, ¢ƻǇƪŀǇơ  {ŀǊŀȅơ  
Ahmet II 3493
1130-31 AD, Mayyafariqin, SE Turkey
n.b. ς vertical on page, both legs tucked under, hump, long horns

Oxford, Bodleian Library
Huntington Ms 212
1170/71 AD; Mosul
n.b. ς similar
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?



non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ) Pleiades

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Ms Marsh 144  
dated 1009-1010 AD, but probably end 12th c; Shiraz (?), Iran  or Egypt (?)
same

Berlin, Staatsbibl.
Ms qu or 704
c. 1203
same
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ) Pleiades

Vatican, BAV
Ross 1033
1224 AD, Ceuta (?) N Africa
n.b. ς  similar, no hump,  set horizontally on page

Berlin, Staatsbibl.
Landberg 71
Aug/Sept 1233; Mosul
n.b. ς similar, but with sllght hump
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ) Pleiades

Istanbul, Suleymanie Libr
Ayasofia 2595
1249-50 AD; Alamut (?) Iran
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? ?



non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ)                            Pleiades

Paris BN
Arabe 2488
mid-13th C, Ceuta (?) N Africa
n.b. ς  similar

Paris BN
Arabe 2489
1266-67 AD; Syria?
n.b. ς similar
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Yƛǘņō suwar al-ƪŀǿņƪƛō al-Ὄņōƛǘŀ) Pleiades

London BL
Or 5323
1260-80; Maragha (?), NW Iran
n.b. ς similar, with hump

Cairo, National Libr
Ms Dar al-Kutub miqãt 390
1300 AD 

Oxford, Bodleian Libr
Pococke 257
1303/04; Aleppo
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? ? 


