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Herakles and Atlas
Athenian white-ground lekythos (Athena Painter), 
520-475 BC
Athens, National Archaeological Mus (inv. CC957)

Athena, Herakles and Atlas
Metope of Temple of Zeus, 470 – 456 BC
Olympia, Archaeological Museum
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Herakles watched by Hera and a Hesperid
Red-figure neck amphora
Campania  (attrib Owl-Pillar group), 470-425 BC
London, BM inv.  1771.0321.432 

Herakles in Garden of Hesperides with Atlas
Attic red-figure volute krater, c. 490 BC (attrib. Kleophades pntr) 
Malibu, J Paul Getty Mus (77. AE.11)

Atlas, Herakles (with apples) 
and Athena
bronze relief (shield band 
panel)  c. 550 BC
Basel, Antikenmuseum
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Atlas and Hercules
Attic lip cup, c. 555 BC
Bern, Private Coll
(LIMC 2)

Hecules and Atlas
Bronze Mirror from Vulci, c 450 BC
Vatican Muuems (LIMC 15)
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Roman gem
Paris, Mus du Louvre

Philip I – Hercules with Pillars
224 AD
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/233456723453



Hercules
Madrid, Bibl Nac, Ms 10071, fol. 44r                                                                                                                             
 

Hercules/Atlas

Hercules and Atlas (?) from Boethius, De consolatione philosophiae (Fr transl)
French, 1406
Cambridge, Trinity Hall, Ms 12, ff 73v-74r. 
 

Hercules with Atlas and slaying Dragon in Garden of 
Hesperides
Enrique de Villena, Los doze trabajos de Hercules, ed. 
Antonio de Cenenera, 1483
                                                                                                                             
 

Hercules and Atlas
Enrique de Villena, Los doze trabajos 
de Hercules, ed. Burgos 1499
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Lucas Cranach, the Elder, Hercules and Atlas
after 1537
Braunschweig, Herzog Anton Ulrich-Museum

Albrecht Dürer, Hercules carrying sphere of 
Atlas, 1511
formerly Kunsthalle, Bremen (destr. 1945)
credit: www.hellenicaworld.com 

Anton von Worms, title page for Paulus Orosius, 
Adversus Paganos…, Cologne 1526

Hercules with sundial, from Gabriele Simeoni, 
Illustratione de gli epitaffi e medaglie antiche, 
Lyons 1558



Atlas

Raphael (des. 1515-16) St Paul preaching at Athens
Tapestry  woven in brussels by Pieter van Aelst), 1515-21 
Vatican Museums

Renaissance depictions

Mantua, Palazzo  del Te
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Follower of Simon Vouet, Hercules
London, Sotheby’s 30 April 1990, 
lot 149

After Bernard van Orley,  Wkshop of 
George Wezeler, Hercules
Brussels, 1520-23
Madrid, Palacio Real
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Heinrich Aldegraver, Hercules and Atlas
drawing, 1550
Frankfurt, Stadelsches Kunstinst (inv.663)

Heinrich Aldegraver, Hercules and Atlas
engraving, 1550
London, BM

After Heinrich Aldegraver (Jan Gossaert?),
Hercules and Atlas
Richmond, Grete Ring Coll. (in 1943)

Maes (after Aldegrever), Hercules and 
Atlas, 1577
London , BM

After Heinrich Aldegraver
Hercules and Atlas
Hampel Auctions, Munich (via Wikimedia)
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Wenzel Jamnitzer, I, Labours of Hercules
Jewel casket, 1550-60
Munich, Residenz, Schatzkammer
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Paris, Garerie Jean Claude Sreer (Nov 1994-Jan 1995)
credit: Warburg Inst Icon Database                                                                                                          

 

Bocchi, Symbolicarun questionum 
de universe gernere, 1555 
Book III, symbol 112/ Book IV, 
symbol 110

 

Hans Mielich, detail from  illustration 
for motet ‘Labore primus Hercules’, 
by Cipriano de Rore,1559
Munich, BSB, Mus ms B 1

Giulio Romano Atlas and Hercules
16th C
Sale: Tajan (Geneva) 18 Dec 2019                                                                                                          
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Agostino Carracci, Hercules and Atlas
1594
Bologna, Pal. Sampieri-Talon

Cornelius Cort after Frans Floris 
Hercules and Atlas, 1563
London, BM

Blaise de Vignere, Les Images … ou Platte peinture des 
deux Philostrates…, Paris 1615, p. 465

Charles David after Frans Floris 
Hercules and Atlas, 1620s?
London, BM

Hercules and Atlas
Brussels tapestry, c. 1600
Auction – North Mymms Park (Christies) – 20 Sept 1979
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Dietrich Griminäus, Furstlich Hochzeit… [Herzog von Jülich to 
Markgrä fin Jakoba von Baden at Dusseldorf, June 1585 
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Stefano della Bella, Il mondo festiggiante (Entrance of Cosimo III de’Medici)
etching 1661
New York, Met Muse of Art (1986.1180.669) 
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Roman Anton Boos, Hercules and 
Atlas
Munich, 1779 
(for arcade of Munich Hofgarten)
Munich, Bayerisches Nationalmus. 
(inv. 20/28)

Titlepage for Gerhard 
Mercator, Atlantis novi
Amsterdam 1638

Anon. Dutch artist, Satire on the Mississippi and South Sea 
Companies and other bubble schemes organised by John Law 
(seen in the centre as Atlas), c. 1720
London, BM
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