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A brief h

The story of the X S
calendar is not '
much more than
_agreatyarn,
says Kristen
Lippincott

ike the fabled London
buses, it seems that
you wait decades for a

book on the history of

the calendar and, finally, three
come round the corner all at
once. 'The first to appear was
Arno Borst’s crudite study of
the mathematics of the calen-
dar, first published in Ger-
man in 1990 and translated for
English readers in 1993 as The
Ordering of Time: From the
Ancient Computus to the Mod-
ern  Computer (Cambrid;
Polity Press, 1993). Borst’s re-
counting of the story of the de-
velopment of the calendar mer-
its nothing but praise. It is
clear, concise, well-researched
and wholly reliable — a valua-
ble touchstone for those inter-
ested in the philosophy and
mechanics of timekeeping.

Next was Stephen Jay
Gould’s Questioning the
lennium: A Rationa
Guide to a precisely arbitra
Countdown (New York: Har-
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