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Aldini 490   
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text  

 

  1)  ff. 1r-75r: Hyginus, De astronomia, Books I – IV  

 2)  ff. 77r-114r: Hyginus, De astronomia, Books III-IV (with Book III illustrated) 

 3)  ff. 115r-127r: Hyginus, De astronomia, Books I- II (with abbreviated version 

of Book II) 

  

 

1) ff. 1r-75r Hyginus, De astronomia, Books I-IV: 

 

    ff. 1r-3r  IGINII FILOSAFI DE IMAGINIBUS LIBER INCIPIT. Et si studio grammatice artis — et 

initium rerum demonstrabimus. (= Hyginus, De astronomia, I, preface; cf. Viré, 

1992, p.1) 

 

   ff. 32-7v  (title in red) De mundo spera centro et axe. MUndus appellatur is qui constat ex 

sole et luna — in simili causa posse constitui ø suspicamur. (= Hyginus, De 

astronomia, I, 1- 9; cf. Viré 1992, pp. 5-13) 

 

    ff. 7v-8r   (title in red) Ordo dicendorum. Sed quoniam que nobis de terre positione 

dicenda fuerunt — aut iocunditatem ad delectationem afferent lectori.  

   (= Hyginus, De astronomia, II, preface; cf. Viré 1992, p. 14-15)  

 

   ff. 8r-43v   (title in red) De arcthos maiore. Igitur ut supradiximus initium est nobis arcthos 

maxima — Nos autem omnium corporum deformationem dicere instituimus. 

(second title in red) De arctho (= Hyginus, De astronomia, II, 1- 43; cf. Viré 1992, 

p. 94) 
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   ff. 44r-58r Igitur incipiemus a polo boreo protinus dicere — cum piscibus . Stellarum omnino 

duodecim (= Hyginus, De astronomia, III, 1-40; cf. Viré 1992, pp. 95-124) 

 

    fol. 58r  (title in red) De circulis celi. Que ad figurationem siderum pertinet ad hunc 

finem nobis erunt dicta. Reliqua protinus dicemus. (= Hyginus, De astronomia, 

III, 40; cf. Viré, 1992, p. 124) 

 

    ff. 58r-75r Quoniam initio spherę circuli quinque quomodo efficerentur — Annum vero cum 

sol ab estivo circulo redit ( with dots underneath) descendens redit.  (= Hyginus, 

De astronomia, IV, 1-19; cf. Viré 1992, p. 125-57) 

 

    ff. 75v-76r blank (blocked and ruled) 

 

2) ff. 77r-114r Hyginus, De astronomia, Books III-IV 

 

    ff. 77r-97r IGINI GRAMATICI DE INMGINIBUS. Igitur incipiemus a polo boreo  protinus 

incipiemus dicere  autem cum piscibus. Sed est stellarum omnino xxii (= 

Hyginus, De astronomia (= Hyginus, De astronomia, III, 1-40; cf. Viré 1992, pp. 

95-124) 

 

    fol. 97v  (title in red) De circulis celi. Quod ad figurationem pertinet siderum ad hunc 

finem nobis i (crossed out) dicta erunt reliqua protinus dicemus. (= Hyginus, De 

astronomia, III, 40; cf. Viré 1992, p. 124) 

 

    ff.97v-114r quoniam initio spere circuli quinque quomodo efficerentur — Annum 

   volverunt esse cum sol ab estivo circulo descendens redit ad eundem.  

   (= Hyginus, De astronomia, IV, 1-19; cf. Viré 1992, p. 125-57) 

 

    ff. 114v-115r (title in red) De differentia temporum ortus signorum. Temporum quoque 

  ipsorum signorum — habent in occasum. Sequitur. (= variant of Martianus 

Capella,  De nuptiis…, VIII, 844-45. For transcription, see Commentary.) 

 

3) ff. 115r-127r Hyginus, De astronomia, Books I- II (with abbreviated version of Book II) 

  

    ff. 115r-121v (title in red) Iginij gramatici astrologia sequitur. Iginus Fabio suo salutem. 

  Et si te studio gramatici artis — in simili causa posse constitui suspicamur.  

  (= Hyginus, De astronomia, I, preface-9, cf. Viré 1992 pp. 1-13) 
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   ff. 121v-127r Sed quoniam que nobis de terrę positione dicenda —  cum pressisset  mammam 

deformavit circulum. (= abbreviated paraphrase of Hyginus, De astronomia, II. 

For a transcription, see the Commentary vs. Viré 1992, pp.15 - 94) 

 

  

   ff. 127r-130v  (title in red) De circulis planetarum. Terra centrum est spere celestis et 

omnium signorum — in latitudinem declinare aut retrogradari facit. Sequitur. (= 

variant of Martianus Capella, De nuptiis…, VIII, 855-87. For transcription, see the 

Commentary) 

 

   ff. 130v-132v (title in red) De polis. Due sunt extremi vertices mundi quos appellant polos — 

ad ipsum usque decurrit accipiens. (= Excerptum in astrologia Arati; cf. Maass 

1898, pp. 309-12) 

 

 

illustrations  

 

 
 

fol. 77v   fol. 78v   fol. 79v  fol. 80r   fol. 80v 

 

 
 

fol. 81r   fol. 81v   fol. 82r  fol.83r    fol. 83v 
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fol. 84v   fol. 85r   fol. 85v   fol. 86r  fol. 87r 

 

 
 

fol.87v    fol. 88r  fol. 88v   fol. 89r   fol. 89v  

 

 
 

fol. 90r   fol. 90v   fol. 91r   fol. 91v  fol. 92r 
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fol. 92v   fol. 93r   fol. 93v   fol. 94r  

 

 
 

fol. 94v   fol. 95r   fol. 96r   fol. 97r 
 

 

ff. 77v-97r Coloured illustrations of 37 constellation groupings in sepia ink with sepia, 

green, grey and violet washes as the predominant colours. Stars are marked with 

gold dots.  

 

fol. 77v DRACO INTER ARCTOS with DRACO depicted as a green dragon-headed snake 

with a body shaped like an ‘S’, with 2½ bends, and his head towards the bottom 

of the page. He has a curled and pointed snout and sharp teeth and little round 

ears. Draco has 5 stars in the head and 10 in the body, or 15 stars in all. 

 

 The Bears are tan-coloured and are set back- to-back, facing into the curve and 

hey both have short tails and their right forepaws are raised. 
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  URSA MINOR set within the second curve. It has1 star in its left forefoot, 1 in 

each hind foot and 3 in the tail, or 6 stars in all. 

 

 URSA MAIOR within the last half curve and is slightly larger. It has 12 stars in its 

head, 2 in the left shoulder, 2 in the right forefoot, 3 in the tail, 1 on the right 

rear leg and 2 on the left rear leg, or 22 stars in all. 

 

fol. 78v BOOTES is lunging to the left and dressed in a short, violet tunic and carrying a 

pink and white shield in his right hand in front of him so it obscures his arm. He 

raises a knobbly tan club behind his head in his left hand. The decoration on the 

shield is quartered with pink and white vertical wavy lines on quarters 1 and 4 

and pink and white checks with a black drawing of an eagle (?) in quarters 2 and 

3. Bootes has 1 star on his head, 1 in each shoulder, 2 in his chest, 1 in his waist, 

1 on his left elbow, 4 in his shield, 1 on each foot, or 13 stars in all. He may have 

had stars in his legs, but there is no evidence of them on the page.  

 

 CORONA BOREALIS is depicted as two concentric circles. It has numerous 

decorative green and brown dots, with 9 gold dots or stars.  

 

fol. 79v HERCULES in a male youth that lunges to the right and is dressed in a short , 

violet tunic. He holds the lion’s skin draped over his outstretched right arm 

(face, front paws and tail visible). He holds the club upraised by his head with 

his left hand. He 1 star in his head, 1 in each shoulder, 2 in his left arm, 1 in his 

right arm, 1 beside his waist, 3 in his skirt, 1 in his left knee, 2 in his left shin, 1 

in his left foot and 3 in the lion skin, or 17 stars in all. 

 

fol. 80r LYRA is a tan, two-stepped instrument with 3 sets of 5 strings and curls at both 

ends of its frame. The insets in the base have gold filigree designs. It has 7 stars. 

 

fol. 80v CYGNUS is depicted as a long-necked heron with long legs and its wings 

outstretched to either side. It has 5 stars in each wing, 1 in the head, 1 in the 

neck, 1 in the tail, or 14 stars in all. There was also a star in front of the right 

leg that has been erased and one of the stars on a smidge on the the left wing 

that should not be interpreted as a star. 

 

fol. 81r CEPHEUS stands facing the viewer dressed in a short, pink robe and short tan 

boots. He has a pointed mitre on his head and holds his arms out to either side 

very loosely. He has 2 stars in his mitre, 1 in each shoulder, 4 in his belt, 2 in his 
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left knee, 3 in his left boot, 3 in his right boot and 1 on each hand, or 18 stars in 

all. 

 

fol. 81v CASSIOPEIA is seated on a boxy, green and grey throne with a low back and a 

step upon which she rests her feet. She is dressed in a violet robe that is tied at 

the waist, shoulders and elbows. Her hips are covered with a pink and green 

mantle. She holds her hands out to either side and her hair is exposed. She has 1 

star in her head, 1 on each shoulder, 1 on her breast, 1 on her lap, 1 on her left 

thigh, 2 on her left leg, 1 on her right foot, and 4 on the throne, or 13 stars in 

all. 

 

fol. 82r ANDROMEDA is a bearded male figure with unruly hair, who stands facing the 

viewer with his right hand on his right hip and with his right foot slightly raised. 

His left hand is extended nearly at shoulder height with the palm upwards. His 

chest is bare, but he has a brown drape around his hips. He has 1 star in his 

head, 1 in each shoulder, 8 in waist, 1 on each elbow, 1 on each hand, 2 on the 

right foot and 2 on the left foot, or 19 stars in all.  

 

fol. 83r PERSEUS steps to the left and faces the viewer, wearing a short pink tunic with 

bare legs. He holds the Medusa’s head by its hair in front of him in his extended 

right hand and holds a straight sword behind his head with his left hand. He has 

1 star on each shoulder, 1 in his breast, 1 on each hand, 1 on his waist, 1 on 

each thigh, 3 in the right leg, 1 on the left knee, 1 on the left foot, 4 in the 

Medusa’s head, or 17 stars in all. 

 

fol. 83v AURIGA stands facing to the right, towards the viewer, and looking upwards to 

the right. He is dressed in a short, green tunic with pink stockings. He has a 

reclining goat perched on his outstretched right hand and there is another goat 

that peeks out from the back of Auriga’s head. He holds a single-thonged flail 

upraised in his left hand. He has 1 star in his head, 1 on each shoulder, 1 on each 

elbow and 2 in the right hand, or 7 stars in all. 

 

fol. 84v OPHIUCHUS is nude and stands facing to the left with his back facing the viewer. 

He has the green SERPENS wrapped once around his waist with its head on the 

left side and facing towards the man. There is 1 star on the man’s head, 1 on 

each shoulder, 2 on the back, 1 on each knee, 1 on the right shin, 1 on each foot 

and 4 in the left hand, or 14 stars in all. The SERPENS has 5 stars in its head, 8 

in its neck and 10 along its tail, or 23 stars in all. 

 



PAVIA 

8 

 

fol. 85r SAGITTA points to the right and has 4 stars.  

 

 AQUILA flies to the right and looks more like a spotted dove. It has 1 star in its 

head, 1 in each wing and 1 in its tail, or 4 stars in all.  

 

fol. 85v DELPHINUS is placed on its violet back with his head on the right side. It faces 

the top of the page. It has a long pointed snout and a large wattle under its 

chin. It has 4 stars in its head, 4 in body and 2 on its tail, or 10 stars in all. 

 

fol. 86r PEGASUS is depicted as half a winged horse flying to the right. Its face is placed 

in front of it raised left wing in such a way that it almost seems to be biting it. It 

has a violet body. It has 2 stars in its ears, 1 on the head, 2 on the nose, 1 

behind the head, 5 on the neck, 1 on the wing, 1 on the chest and 2 on each 

knee, or 17 stars in all. 

 

fol. 87r ARIES leaps to the left, with his head turned back to the right and intra 

Triangulum (the text on fol. 86v reads: ‘… et exoriens caput infra triangulum’). 

It has 3 stars above the head (contained by one of the limbs of TRIANGULUM), 1 

on the left horn, 4 in the neck, 3 in the body, 1 on the tail, 1 on the right foot 

and 1 on the hind foot, or 14 stars in all. In addition to the 3 stars mentioned 

above in the description of ARIES, TRIANGULUM has 1 star in each of its angles. 

 

fol. 87v TAURUS is depicted as half a tan bull facing to the left with its front legs 

stretched out in front of it. The middle is severed cleanly. It has 2 stars in each 

horn, 1 in its head, 1 in each eye, 3 on the back, 1 in the chest, 1 on each knee 

and 1 on the left foot, or 14 stars in all. In addition, there is a circlet of 7 stars 

in front of the Bull’s nose, representing the PLEIADES. 

 

fol. 88r GEMINI are two males youths who stand facing each other. They shake their 

right hands and the left Twin raises his left hand, while the right Twin rest his 

left hand on his left hip. The left Twin wears a pink tunic with violet tights and a 

reddish mantle, while the right Twin has a violet tunic with pink tights. The left 

Twin has 1 star in his head, 1 on his right shoulder, 1 on his right wrist, 1 on his 

left hand, (1 on his right hip which may have been erased), 1 on his left knee, 1 

on his right foot and 2 on his left foot, or 8 or 9 stars in all. The right Twin has 1 

star on his head, 1 on each shoulder, 2 on the right arm, 1 on the right hand 

(which seems to have been erased), 1 on each knee and 1 on each foot, or 10 

stars in all. 
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fol. 88v CANCER is a round-bodied crab that faces to the left with two big claws and 5 

smaller legs on either side. It has 3 star in its front claws, 2 in front of its nose, 3 

in the left claw, 2 in the body, 5 (1-1-2-1) in the top legs and 6 (2-2-1-1) in the 

bottom legs or 21 stars in all. There is also a dot in front of the top legs, but it is 

unlikely that this is meant to be a star. 

 

fol. 89r LEO walks to the right, but turns his head to face the viewer. He raises his left 

forepaw and his tail. He has 3 stars in his head, 2 in his neck, 3 in his chest, 1 on 

his left forefoot, 2 in the belly, 1 on the back, 1 on each thigh, 1 in the right 

hind foot, 1 in the middle of the tail and 1 at the end of the tail, or 17 stars in 

all. 

 

fol. 89v VIRGO stands facing the viewer wearing a violet dress with pink wings and pink 

shoes. She holds a spray of flowers in her right hand and holds her left hand in 

front of her chest with an open palm. She has 1 star in her head, 3 in each wing, 

1 on each hand, 6 in her skirt, 1 on the right foot and 1 between her feet, or 17 

stars in all. 

 

fol. 90r SCORPIO faces to the left, with 2 large segmented claws, 3 legs on either side 

and a segmented tail that ends in a sting. It has the Scales in its right claw. It 

has 2 stars in each of the claws, 3 on the head, 3 in the shoulders, 2 on the 

body, 5 in the tail segments and 2 at the tip of the tail, or 19 stars in all. The 

Scales have no stars. 

 

fol. 90v SAGITTARIUS leaps to the right. His human half is nude and he has long hair. He 

holds the bow in his left hand and pulls the string with his right. He has 3 stars in 

the head, 1 on the right shoulder, 1 on each elbow, 1 on the right forearm, 1 on 

the chest, 1 on the left hand, 2 in the bow, 1 in the arrow, 1 on each front knee, 

1 on the left front hoof and 1 in his tail, or 16 stars in all. In addition, there are 

7 stars in a circlet in front of his front legs, representing CORONA AUSTRINUS. 

 

fol. 91r CAPRICORN faces to the left and has short, curved horns and a beard. Its tail 

curls like a snail’s shell and ends in a palmate fan. He has 1 star on the nose, 1 

on the ear, 4 on the neck, 5 on the chest, 6 on the belly, 2 in the tail and 2 on 

the right foot, or 21 stars in all. 

 

fol. 91v AQUARIUS is an older, bearded man, who stands facing the viewer with his chest 

bare, but his hips covered in a pink drape. He holds his right hand extended to 

the side and holds one handle of a two handled, upside-down, violet urn that 
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pours green water downwards. He has 4 stars in his chest, 1 in his right hand, 1 

on his left elbow, 1 on his right thigh, 1 on each knee, 1 on each foot, or 11 stars 

in all. In addition, there are 16 stars in the water. 

 

fol. 92r PISCES are pale green fish and are swimming in opposite directions with both 

back facing upwards. They are connected at the mouths by a cord. There are 17 

stars in the top fish, 14 in the cord and 12 on the bottom fish, or 43 stars in all. 

 

fol. 92v CETUS is depicted with a dog’s head, chest and feet. His tail part has one curl 

and ends in a palmate fan. He faces to the right. He has 7 stars in his body and 7 

in his tail, or 14 stars in all.  

 

fol. 93r ERIDANUS is a youthful nude male and he lunges to the left. He has horns on his 

head.  He holds the two-handled violet urn in front of his body, holding the foot 

with his left hand and one handle with his right. The green water that it pours 

flows in front of his right shin and ends behind his right heel. He has 3 stars in 

the urn and 10 in the water, or 13 stars in all.  

 

fol. 93v LEPUS leaps to the left. It has 2 stars in ears, 2 in its fore feet, 1 on back, 1 

above his back and 1 in his haunch, or 76stars in all. In addition, there is 1 star 

above his back, outside the constellation. 

 

fol. 94r ORION is a bearded old man who stands facing the viewer, slightly to the right. 

He is nude except for a pink cloth he wears around his hips. He rests his right 

hand on his right hip and holds a long straight sword upraised in his left hand. He 

has 3 stars in his head, 1 on each shoulder, 1 on the left elbow, 1 on the left 

hand, 3 in the sword, 1 on each thigh and 1 on each foot, or 14 stars in all. 

 

fol. 94v CANIS MAIOR leaps to the left and is coloured grey. It has 1 star on its nose, 3 in 

head, 5 in chest, 3 on his right fore-foot, 1 in the haunch, 4 in the tail and 2 on 

his hind legs, or 19 stars in all.  

 

 CANIS MINOR leaps to the left and is coloured brown. It has 1 star in its head, 1 

on the shoulder and 1 on the haunch, or 3 stars in all. 

 

fol. 95r ARGO is a full ship set in green water, sailing to the right. It has a central mast 

with a crow’s nest tightly-furled sails and rigging with pulleys, a rope ladder, a 

raised poop deck with a covered structure on it and a flagpole on the bow with a 
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fleur-de-lis pennant, plus 2 steering oars. It has 3 stars in the bow, 5 in the keel, 

5 in the water, 5 on the top oar and 4 on the bottom oar, or 22 stars in all. 

 

fol. 96r CENTAURUS leaps to the left. Its human half is a youthful male with a bare 

chest. It holds LUPUS (a rabbit) by its heels in front of him in his right hand and 

holds his left hand by his side. He has stars in his head, 1 on his right shoulder, 2 

on his left shoulder, 3 on his human chest, 2 in his stomach, 1 on the horse’s 

chest, 1 on each foreleg, 1 on the haunch, 1 on the hind thigh, 2 on the hind 

knees and 3 in the tail or 20 stars in all. LUPUS (rabbit) has 1 in its hind feet, 2 

on the tail, 1 on the shoulder, 3 on the front feet and 3 in the head, or 10 stars 

in all.  

   

 ARA is a 3-stepped altar (grey, with the steps in gold) with a pointed arched 

structure on top. It has 4 stars. 

 

fol. 97r HYDRA is an odd creature with a dragon’s head, a bird’s body with two long legs 

and a fish’s tail. It faces to the left. Hydra has 24 stars along its back. 

 

 CRATER has two handles and rests on its back. CRATER has 6 stars 

  

 CORVUS faces towards the front and does not peck. CORVUS has 5 stars.  

 

 PISCIS AUSTRINUS is a fish that swims to the left and has 12 stars. 

 

  

 

notes 

 

Since McGurk catalogued this manuscript, it has been rebound and repaginated. Now i (paper, with 

an extra note inserted in later Italian hand describing the manuscript) + 132 (parchment) = i 

(parchment, lined) + i (paper).  

 

The text of the title page has been cut out of a larger sheet and pasted into the current vellum 

folio, cutting off part of the first initial (which has then been drawn-in in colour by a later hand) a 

has the ‘P’ of ‘preterea’. Obviously, the original title page was more highly decorated with white 

vine and gold dots. Also an inscription along the top of the new folio has been scraped off). The 

capitals to the beginning of each book are gold with white vine against a blue, pink and green 

background, set within a square. Paragraphs are marked by capital letters set outside the left 

margin. Whole in pale brown ink in very clear humanist rotund script. There are index words in the 
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outer margins in a 20th-century hand; and library marks on ff. 75r, 76v, 77r, 132v, etc.; second 

appearance of 20th-century hand describing contents of second Hyginus section on 76v. 

 

Has unusual sequence of texts, which also appear in Florence, Laur. 89 sup 43; Florence, BNC, 

Magliabecchiana XI. 114, 1; Vat Urb lat 1358 and Vat lat 3110. 

 

 

1. Hyginus, De astronomia, Books I-IV 

 

2. Hyginus, De astronomia, Books III- IV 

 

3. De differentia temporum ortus signorum. (= variant of Martianus Capella, De nuptiis…, 

VIII, 844-45. For transcription, see the Commentary.) 

 

4. Hyginus De astronomia, Books I and an abbreviated version of Book II (For a 

transcription, see  the Commentary vs. Viré 1992, pp.15 - 94) 

 

5. Terra centrum spere celestis — latitudinem declinare aut retrograda facit. Sequitur. (= 

Martianus Capella, De nuptiis…, VIII, 855-87) 

 

6. Due sunt extremi vertices mundi — ad ipsum usque decurrit accipiens. (= Excerptum in 

astrologia Arati; cf. Maass 1898, pp. 309-12) 

 

The pictures are very close to Urb lat 1358 (Hyginus).  

 

 

 

bibliography  

 

De MARCHI and BERTOLANI  1894, I, pp. 286-87. 

 

McGURK IV 1966, p. xix. 

has extracts from the Sicilian Germanicus, moreover, closely resembles the Sicilian mss, Urb 

lat 1358 and Florence, Plut 89, sup 43 also share another nucleus of texts with three non-

Sicilain mss (Vat lat 3110; Pavia 490 and Florence, BNC, XI. 114, vol. 1): 

 Hyginus III-IV (book IV illustrated) 

 De differentia temporum ortus signorum (Mart Capell, VIII, 844-5) 

 Hyginus I-II (Book II paraphrased) 

 De circulis planetarum (Mart Capell, VIII, 316-31) 
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 De polis.  

 

pp. 78-79: 2/2 XV, parchment, iv + 58 ff; humanistic; has set of four books and then the 

arrangement of texts as outlined above; illustrations to Book III in the second section, with 

gold stars marked (colours are close to Urb lat 1358) ff. 77v-97r 

 

Says that horned Eridanus comes from Sicilian Germanicus tradition 

 

VIRÉ 1981, p. 172. 

15th century; provenance?; ff. 1-75r; 77-114r; 115r-127r; Hyginus complete copy of the work 

(ff. 1075r) and a partial copy that has preface to Book I, preface to Book II, resume of 43 

chapters of Book II, (ff. 115r-127r) Book III and Book IV (ff. 77-114r); says not illustrated! 

 

SCATTERIN 1999, pp. 40-49. 
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