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Trinity College 

R. 15.32 (olim. 245)

Hyginus, De astronomia
Winchester

second quarter 11th century 

An astronomical and computistical  manuscript containing a partially illustrated version of the De astronomica, as well texts by Martianus Capella, Helperic and Abbo, as well as a section of the Aratus latinus and an extract from Cicero’s translation of the Phainomena.

Viré  (in 1981, pp. 216-19  and in 1982, pp. xxxix-xl ) notes that the text shares readings with London BL Harley 2506 (which is not illustrated), and belongs to a larger group of manuscripts  with a French connection (her ‘groupe β’) of which only the Hyginus text in Leiden Voss lat Q 92 is illustrated.


text
fol. 1r- ____ 
(title in rustic capitals) IN NOMINE DOMINI INCIPIT INUOLUTIO SPERAE 
Duo sunt extremi uertices mundi quos appellant polos.
— effusionem urnae aquarii quae ad ipsum usque decurrit accipiens.


(= Excerptum de astrologia Arati; cf. Maass 1898, pp. 309-12)
ff. 2r-_____
SENTENTIA ABBONIS DE DIFFERENTIA CIRCULI ET SPERAE 
Studiosis astrologiae primo sciendum est
-Si uero Nota est: aliquis planetarum est.

(= Abbo of Fleury, Sententia Abbonis de differentiae circuli et sperae, cf ____________) with a diagram in red
ff. 3v-____
DE CURSU · VII · PLANETARUM PER ZODIACUM CIRCULUM 
Denique Luna totius Zodiaci signa
-  ad quas sol numquam accedit.
(= Abbo of Fleury, De cursu VII planetarum per zodiacum circulum; cf _______________)
fol. 6v
CURSUS LUNAE PER XII SIGNA  (diagram of the Moon through the 12 signs)
fol. 7r 
HORALOGIUM HORARUM INCHOAT 
(p. 13)                  

ff. 7v-18v
Calendar in red, green and black. Each month has a headline of month given in 

(pp. 13-38)
several languages (i.e.: January Hebraice · Tebeth · Grece Eidyneos · Aegyptiace Thybi.)

(p. 27)
Paschal tables


(p. 37)
Verses in a larger hand on the dies Aegyptici:


KL. IAN. Iani prima dies et septima fine timetur.
KL. DEC. Dat duodena cohors septem inde decemque decembri.

(p. 38)
another Paschal table with diagram
ff. 21r-70r
Hyginus, De astronomia, Books I-IV (with Book III  partially illustrated)

(pp. 39-135)

p. 39

HIGINUS MAGISTER FABIO PLURIMAM SALUTEM 
ET SI TE STUdio grammaticae artis inductum
-et initium rerum demonstrabimus.  EXPL. PRAEFATIO. (= Hyginus, De astronomia, I, preface, cf. Viré 1992, pp. 1-9)
p. 42

LIBER HIGINI 
Mundus appellatur is qui constat ex sole luna et terra et omnibus stellis.—
Nos autem omnium corporum deformationem dicere instituimus.
FINIT DE HYSTORIIS OMNIUM SIGNORUM. (= Hyginus, De astronomia, I-II,  cf. Viré 1992, pp. 5-94)
pp. 92
-135
INC. DE FIGURATIONE OMNIUM SIGNORUM 
Igitur incipiemus a polo boreo. — ccctos. lxta. v. dies suo cursu transigit
FlNIT HIGINUS DE...(= Hyginus, De astronomia, III-IV, cf. Viré 1992, pp. -157 and sharing extended last lines with Paris BN lat 8728, lat 8663 and corrected text of Montpelier H 334)
pp.136-65
MARTIANI . MINEI . FELICIS . CAPELLAE . CARTAGINENSIS DE ASTROLOGIA LIBER . INC. IN NOMINE D.N.I.C. 
Quae dum geruntur et deorum sacer senatui.
With some interlinear glosses, seemingly all in Latin.



The last page erased and rewritten in cent. xii (p.165).
The old hand ends p.164
Cum ultra · xii · partes. (= Martianus Capela, De nuptiis…; cf _____)
pp. 166-99
Helperic, Exposition composti:




xii . cos matutini radii non presserint solis
-aut in latitudine declinare aut retrogradari tacit.
INC. EXPOSITIO COMPOTI [helperyci] 166
Cum quibusdam fratribus nostris adolescentulis
-illa deinceps facilius assequantur.
FlNIT EXCERPTIO UEL EXPOSITIO COMPOTI HERIRICI (written above is helperici: xiii) UIRI DOCTISSIMI.
pp. 200-12
INC. EXCERPTIO ABBONIS EX IGINO DE FIGURATIONE SIGNORUM 
Denique ut dicit plinius inter omnia sunt · lxxii · signa.
There are a few Greek words, fairly well written.
-Quae diabolicus error confirmauit. sed christus dominus saluator mundi euertit 


 (cf ___________)
ff. 109-110v
Ciceronis Aratea (without heading;  written in double columns: in the same

(pp. 213-16)
hand.

Quinque solent stellae simili ratione notari (v. 226).
(on p.214 a heading: DE CURSU SOLIS ET LUNAE.)
Quod si solis habes ueros cognoscere cursus (v. 341) —
Hanc autem totam properant depellere pisces (v. 480).
(= Cicero, Aratea, vv. 226-480: cf. Soubiran 1972, pp. 179-92)

On the fly-leaf are scribbles: probatio penne bone (xii).
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p. 102


   p. 104


p. 109 


   p. 114


    



Lacunae have been left for all the pictures in Book III of the text, but only four have been filled in: Pegasus, Taurus, Pisces and Piscis austrinus.  The drawings are in ink and no stars are marked.
p. 102

PEGASUS is depicted as half a winged horse facing to the left with both forefeet extended forward.  There are lines into the gutter of the page suggesting that there may have been attempts to make it a full horse.  Both wings are raised: one from its back and extended so the feathers are visible; and the other framing the horse’s head and drawn a bit like an Irish harp (biting/proto-bowl?)
p. 104

TAURUS is a full bull in a crouching posture and facing to the left. It is set within a roundel and has a long tail that ends in a serrated plume that extends through the right side of the frame.
p. 109

PISCES are two elongated fish, both with their backs upwards and facing in different directions (the top fish to the left). The scales are represented as wavy lined running vertically and they are connected at their moths by a line. They are set within stylised wavy lines representing water.
p. 114

PISCIS AUSTRINUS is a single fish, very similar to each of the PISCES and faces to the left. There is no stylised water.

notes
JAMES 1901 notes the saints’ days in the calendar and adds: 

The Rev. H. M. Bannister, to whose kindness I owe the above note, adds that the omission of the Transl. of S. Grimbald (4 Non. Sept.) may perhaps mean that this is not a Newminster book; that the octave of S. Denis (17 Kal. Nov.) is in England almost peculiar to Winchester: and that the spelling Machloni (17 Kal. Dec.) points to the same place; early 11th century; Varying number of lines to a page. In a fine minuscule. English. Probably from Winchester. On the flyleaf: Alexander Baker (xvi).
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